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Abstract:

What is the appropriate balance between scientific analysis and governmental input in the IPCC? Claiming
government overreach and calling for greater insulation of the process come from a misleadingly simple
interpretation. Such insulation would likely diminish the policy relevance of the SPM. The SPM is “approved”
by governments, not merely “accepted” as is the main report, which invests it with an important measure of
governmental ownership. An approval process is worth preserving, as it is precisely what makes the IPCC
distinct from any number of technical reports. We explore an alternative vision for articulating science and
politics at the IPCC. As the parties work toward a next phase in the global climate treaty to be agreed on in
late 2015, perhaps the single most contentious issue is that of country groupings, as they are directly linked
to national commitments under the UNFCCC. IPCC findings perceived to influence revision of groupings
were thus liable to trigger a confrontation in Berlin.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1255734

Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: &

audience to whom the resource is directed

Policymaker, Researcher

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: ™

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified
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Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Global or Unspecified

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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